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Augustine's New Tune
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“Grace and PRace De youwrs in 2Dundance thvough the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” 2 Peter 1:2 NIV

tl&w()mabon

The news exch night over the Rst weeks has been both
frightening and womrying. From the crisis in Ukraine to the
rising cost of lving; from train strikes causing chaos for trav-
ellers; to high levels of depression and anxiety within our
local communiies.

The worlkd, more 50 than usual, seems 3 turbulent and uncer-
tain place.

Not that the political scene offers much hope either. It i an
absolute chaos, right at the worst possible time.

The world about us 5 nothing If not uncertain. Where is our
security?

Interestingly, as 1 write this, the Gospel reading from Luke's Gospel chapter 12 which was theme of
reflection at the recent Clergy Conference came to my mind.

It tedls the story of 3 man who got richer and richer and stacked it 3l away. His trust and securly, the
meaning and purpose of his Iife was all safely stored in his earthly wealth. In the story the chap
suddenly dies and his hopes to eat, drink and be merry ~ because all is safe for the future - tums out
to be a faise and rather short-sighted hope.

The parabie of Jesus is 3 reminder that life is far from certain and placing our trust in wealth or in poli-
tidans is bound to let us down in the end. Far better, s3id Jesus i to purt your faith in the One that is
eternal, to trust in God, is to know that come what may, war, cost of Iving Crisis, transportation
issues, poltical mavericks, The Lord will never leave us nor forsake us, His promises can be trusted.

His love is certain.

O make but triai of His bove
Experience wil decide

How biest ave they and only they,
Who in his truth confidde.

‘Wait Till I Tell You.........."

Janette locks back on the unforgettadble summer of 2022 when ‘the new normal’ thrust us back into
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Hellen

It was early summer when we st saw our happy little insect infesting the back of the Church and
reminding us of ks MessaQe from Proverts 6 ‘consider her ways and De wise." (Note the use of the
feminine!) Never has the nation required such wisdom as be industrious, emdrace team working and
Just get on with 2. Think back on summer 2022 and how the ants” exampie featured in all those great
celedrations, winning sports events, daunting disasters, soaring temperatures, industrial dsputes and
depieting bank balances ~ to name but 3 few! Yes, RS Doen 3 Dusy summer ~ how was it for you?
WHAT WAS YOUR SPORT THIS SUMMER?
The greatest pudicity went to the heart ~stopping moments with Scotiand’s “wanna-be’ world cup
squac, the unbeatable lonesses and the magnificent spectacie of the Birmingham Games when 2
bufl featured in more seifies than the current crop of poitical posers. But my interest was drawn
to the Beach Volleyball. Brmingham is about as far away from the sand as you can gt but they still
managed to stage this modest event. Our own Havoc Shore would have been more sutable had &t not
been what the dogs leave behind on Rs sand. Oh yes, we had 3 Scottish Team that progressed to the
quarter finals. A great achievement when the competition included Australla with 3 sunny beach on
every doorstep. As least that’s what it said in the late lamented ‘Neighbours.” Dont expect to be
cheering the Scottish Ladies on “Sports PersonaiRy of the Year’ but they did their best!
A BIRD IN THE HAND.
In the 19505 autumn was the time when we bought our new OuLtfits to wear to Church during the
Winter -~ our Sunday best! This meant a new coat, 3 hat (thanks to St. Paul) and matching accesso-
ries. For those who were emerging into that new species ‘the teenager’ the hat was a3 misery -~ not 3
cool lbok! Of course we protested and the hat went the way of the corset. How far we have
progressed! Now for Church anything Qoes with dressing up strictly for the birds. Indeed, one of this
year's must-have fashion accessories is the pigeon dutch bag. It's soid ot apparently and as yet 1
havent seen one on the Westclf bus. This ridicuious receptade & man (or wumman) made with a
beaked head and one flappable wing which lifts up for access to your modile or purse. Surely the
stupidest fashion accoutrement ever! With the amount of Junk 1 carry around surely 3 seagull would
have been 3 more sensibie choice!
NOT ANOTHER ONE!
As | wrie, our new PM has just emerged from the door of number 10 looidng immacuiate in his silver
tie and perfectly fitted suit. Wil they scon be 3 target for the clows and hairs of Larry, the world’s most
famous cat? Well, Larry was there first! And wil there be ancther ANT Defore there's another PM?

Watch this space! Janette

Church Boilers

They are not in the prime of Ife. They need tic. They do not run on the greenest energy (electricity
that i 4 times the cost of gas). Eventually they will noad to be replaced. But with what? [n ancther
S years there should be greater understanding of how bulldings ke curs Can use greener energy
sources (heat pumps, hydrogen, renewable electricty etc).

Our diocesan architect tells us that efficdent gas boilers are the best thing to stay with at the moment
and to St it out and wait.

So the vestry decided to stick with the boder we have, get it fixed, and 3dd a little used boiler (same
make, same pipework) no longer required in 3 local bulldng. This work will be carried out by Peter
McRariane who has nursed both our boilers and radidtors over many years. We hope that the amaz-
ing fund-raking efforts that been undertaken will Just about cover these costs and also allow us to
r 2 remote temperature control system.

But.. this is not 3 long-term solution. We have to be mindful that we will need to change our heating
system within 2 few years, hopefully at 3 time when research and development have provided better
solutions than are avaladie today. z

3rd Gear is Never Going
to be There!

We currently have an automatic vehicle. Just as
well- John says that [ fight with the gears and
just try too hard sometimes- If [ had 3 penny for
the times he has had to excaim-patiently of
course- “Third gear is never going to be there!”

s 2 bt ke that in my faith jourmney- some
times 1 just try too hard on all the wrong things,
trying to get my head round this or that theo-
bgical conundrum or bishops edict- we
shoukdn't be doing this-why are we daing that-
or looking for the presence of God in all the
wrong places when really all He needs me to do
5 to relax into His love and ket Him deal with the
nonsense! In this context, third gear for me has
to be waling humbly wikth God and doing myy
best to love those people he puts across my
path.

Simple, when you

dont fighe it!

Micah 6:8 puts &
e this; “whae
does the Lord
require of you? To
act justly and to
ove mercy and to
walk humdly with
your God.”

Now that’s where third gear k!

pray for them.

And we 32id Goodbtye to:
David Mills and lan Alderdice.
We give thanks for their ve
as we leave them in the care
of Jesus our Lord.
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Advent Group 2022

Christmas is coming and the church is freezing cold,

Join us at home If you can be 5o bold. 2
We will natter, read and think Rk through-teasing out the story

Finding insight fresh and new and giving God the glory.

For those who have not joined us before, [ am offering two

house group sessions. These are warm and friendly.

We pray together (some prewrRten, some off the cuff for

those happy to pray in this way), sometimes we Sng

(depends ¥ someone comes with 3 guitart), we explore

sections of scripture, reading, discussing, sharing ideas as to »)

what the section imgpiies for us today, adways in an informal

and mutually respectful way. Be wamed- we will not always f‘

3gree with each other- and that is fine! Sometimes there may

be 3 small creative task to complete..

We finish each week with 3 cuppa and some home baking.

The final session & baing led Dy Heller in the church. This & to make sure that anyone who is
allergic to dogs (I have two small spanieis) or who & uncomfortabie coming to a private house
has the opportunity to come to one session. [ do aways hoover prior to the growp and id
dogs can be banished to the kiRchen If that heips!

Further information to follow..

From 10 things they never told you about Jesus:

"Ohristmas s about old people. That is the gospal truth.__.It & as ¥ God's vocation for the
eiderly is that they should be the midwives of the new thing that God is doing..”

Who are the "cidies” in the Christmas story?

P&/ Sessions run from 7.30-9pm at hour house in Dumbuck Road, Dumbarton.
Dates: 30th November
7th December
14th December in the church with Heller

Please sign the sheet at the back of the church to give us an idea of numbders attending.

Kixsten

Here I am, Lord. Send me!

Then 1 heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall
1 send?” and who will go for us? and 1 s3id, "Here am 1,
Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8).

The use of “"Here [ am Lord” reveals pupose. 1saiah was
S3ying he was hare on earth for 3 specific purpase, and
he wanted that purpose to be the Lord's.

He immediately followed it with “send me,” he did not
Wwait to hear what the Lord would say, but wrote a blank

I see myself in ISaiah. Lord send me, the prayer of Isalah has Jlways been an active prayer for
me. I knew 1 would never Decome 3 missionary in 3 far-off country, nevertheless, [ am now a
missionary, and ke me everyone is called to be 3 missionary, sharing the good news of Jesus
wharever we are.

Before every e transition 1 am about to enter 1 adways remember to pray the same prayer that
Isaiah prayed: Lord here 1 am, send me. [ want to D¢ an cbedient discple no matter where &t
takes me, or what God wants of me.

[ want to serve the Lord and do what I can do to give God the glory. [ want others to know God's
love and alvation that will fill the never-ending void that & in our hearts, as [ have come to
know the one and only thing that will fll k.

I want to be like Isaiah and be ready to Say every day: Here 1 am Lord, send me.

Ultreyal!!
Montse

St Andrew’s Lamin 2022

For many years now St Augusting's has had an informal yet
supportive link with St Andrew’s Church in Lamin, The
Gambia. Fr Kenny served as 3 priest there during his sab-
batical whilst for me it's my local Anglican church where 1
worship when 1 am in The Gambia.

For all the years 1 have been going there, the congregation
has met in 3 hut which is cramped and lealdng in the rainy
season. Then there was 3 plan for 3 new buliding, next to
the old one. Great progress was
made until, one day, the govern-
ment announced 3 rodd widening schame. Bullding work stopped.
Now, with great faith, St Andrew’s has started buliding again, further
back from the main rodd on 3 Neardy site, beginning the work by
transferring the bricks already made on the old site.

I was able to visit in August, fortunately wearing jellies as the mud
was thick and gooey. It was fasdnating taliing to their equivalent of
their fabric convener about the prodblems they had to owvercome
buliding 3 brand-new church (compared wikh our maintaining one
that’s nearly 150 years oid).

There was great exctement about the arangements for the follow-
ing Sunday: the blessing of 3 solar powered bore hole that provides
the much-needed water for construction work. 1 had to give my
apoiogies, 1 would be home by then, but Fr Ohris and Mr Campbeil
both passed on their thanks to all 3t St Augustine's for their support
over the years.

Winter

Oh nol Winter & on its way,
Chilly by night, same during the day.
SO ot come the woolkes to kesp us warm,
Scarwes, and gloves to Save us from harm.

Cardies and Jumpers of numerous hues,
Al the cosies, whatever we choose.
We'll hudde iInside wrappad wp 0 well
Hoping snow won't fall and swell,

While Mr Frost may nip at our toes,

And iCickes 1al from Oour froden nodes. .
Of course the sun may well appear,
And mait that snow far and near.

A dear winter day with sun sparking
On icy fro2en Dushes and Nowers,
Winter can bring us much Deauty and cheer
So it Bnt all goom and chilly showers.

And then before too long you'll see

Spring has sprung, and we il fill with glee.
And when you think about it ail

We're hucky to have what comes from fall to ralin

Daffosis, tulips, snowdrops and such,

Brightening our lives with gentie toudh.

Soon bringing lots of sales of Gelight,
And that will be 3 wonderful sight.

Jssy

Word Game

How many words of four letters or more can
you Qet out of this word.... ISRAELITE
(Ancient Hebrew Nation) ....

each word must contain the letter A.
Target is 40 plus.

check to the Lord, 3 universal yes to God’s plan for him.

ST AUGUSTINE'S CHURCH
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CHRISTMAS TREE
FESTIVAL

THEME: “Christmas in the Community™
Open from Thursday 8th December
till 25th December 2022
EAINnes saboomed Som ndvaunis, Growgs, Busnesses
Orpenasrors, Chantes ard Churches
'S ¥ Ot your
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N onr Desatitud 19en contury Church

Ertry Forms or further formaton from
Rector Meller on QMG B4A1TS No ertry fee

Traoivns wil b preservied 1o the aterers .
M Owr Carcis by Cardedght’ Gada K saning
G WY DOCaTiRer 31 S
Al wakcoma

Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst...
for they will be filled.

This verse, ays Ghishine Kennedy, & one of those
texts from Scripture that is always with me.
Everyday R inspires and guides me to live out the
Gospel message rememdering that Christ, according
to St Theresa of Avila, has no-one now on earth but
us to bless and to heal.

It & my belleve that blessing and healing takes place
at the Soup Kitchen every Friday. It is such an honour
to isten to the stories of people who come each week
not only seeking nourishment but also a place of
warmeh and love.

I feel blessed and humbie to have 3 team of volun-
tears sharing the same vision.

With fual prices rising and pecple Struggiing to heat
and eat, we are certainly blessed to be able to offer
our hall a5 3 safe and warm hub for all.



